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ADMINISTRATION OF JIMMY CARTER 


Week Ending Friday, August 22, 1980 


Security in the Persian Gulf Area 


White House Statement in Response to a 
Newspaper Column. August 16, 1980 


The suggestion that this or any other 
administration would start a war for 
political benefit is grotesque and totally 
irresponsible. The allegation made by 
Jack Anderson is absolutely false. With 
respect to the Persian Gulf, the President 
has said that we consider this region an 
area of vital interest. Therefore, while it 
is necessary to have plans for dealing with 
any external threats to countries of the 
region, we have no intention whatever of 
initiating any conflict ourselves, and 
neither the President nor any other re- 
sponsible official has expressed any inten- 
tion to take such an action either in 
October or at any other time. 

Erroneous and totally irresponsible 
reports such as the Anderson column in- 
crease the danger to the American hos- 
tages in Iran, impede efforts to obtain 
their release peacefully, and jeopardize 
American interests in the area generally. 


Trade Agreements Program for 
1979 


Message to the Congress Transmitting a 


Report. August 18, 1980 


To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with Section 163 of the 
Trade Act of 1974, I am pleased to submit 


herewith the Twenty-Fourth Annual Re- 
port on the Trade Agreements Program— 
1979. This Report also complies with 
provisions of Section 135(i) of the 1974 
Act, as well as Section 304d(3) of the 
Trade Agreements Act of 1979. 

The highlights of last year’s activities 
were the conclusion of the Tokyo Round 
of Multilateral Trade Negotiations 
(MTN) ; the passage by the Congress of 
the Trade Agreements Act of 1979, which 
implemented the MTN agreements for 
the United States; and the reorganization 
of governmental trade responsibilities. 
In arriving at a successful completion of 
these negotiations, we benefitted from the 
interest and cooperation of many Mem- 
bers and committees of Congress, as well 
as of advisors from the private sector. 

The Tokyo Round agreements estab- 
lish strict new codes covering international 
trade, reductions of barriers to agricul- 
tural trade, and tariff reductions on indus- 
trial goods. These actions achieve our 
principal objective—a fairer and more 
open trading system that will benefit U.S. 
citizens. 

By adopting these new codes, our major 
trading partners have agreed to limit the 
use of major nontariff measures that dis- 
tort international trade. The negotiated 
agreements that deal with subsidies, 
product standards, customs 
valuation, licensing and government pro- 
curement will open up foreign markets to 
our domestic industries and exporters. 


dumping, 
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Additional agreements were negotiated in 
the arcas of agricultural trade, industrial 
tariffs, and civil aircraft, providing impor- 
tant future economic benefits to the 
United States through expanded exports. 
Also of great value are the modernized 
procedures for handling trade disputes 
under the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade that were negotiated in the 
Tokyo Round. 


Most agreements entered into force at 
the beginning of 1980. The rest will be- 
come effective by January 1, 1981. The 
initial reductions in tariff rates made by 
the United States and its trade partners 
took effect on January 1, 1980. The full 
tariff reductions will be phased in over an 
eight-year period. Our tariff reductions 
will benefit consumers and have a desir- 
able anti-inflationary impact, while the 
reductions by our trade partners will 
benefit our workers, farmers and _ busi- 
nesses. 


As a result of the successful conclusion 
of the most far-reaching and comprehen- 


sive multilateral trade negotiations ever 
held, the United States enters the decade 
of the 1980s with greatly expanded oppor- 
tunities to strengthen its international 
trade performance. In order to take full 
advantage of these opportunities and to 
strengthen U.S. export performance, I 
have restructured Executive Branch re- 
sponsibilities for international trade ac- 
tivities. This reorganization consolidates 
trade policy leadership and all trade nego- 
tiation responsibilities in the Office of the 
United States Trade Representative, for- 
merly the Special Representative for 
Trade Negotiations. The reorganization 
also places the responsibility for the ad- 
ministration of trade programs, including 
export promotion, in the Department of 
Commerce. 
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I have instituted these changes in order 
to meet our current and future global 
economic and trade challenges. My Ad- 
ministration places a high priority on as- 
suring that the full trade potential of the 
US. is realized, in order to maintain and 
improve the economic health of our 
nation. Approximately 17 percent of all 
goods produced in this country are ex- 
ported. The agricultural produce of one 
out of every three acres of U.S. farmland 
is shipped to foreign countries, and ap- 
proximately one out of every eight manu- 
facturing jobs is directly or indirectly 
related to U.S. exports. 

We made great progress in improving 
our international trade position last year. 
Our merchandise exports grew by 26 per- 
cent in 1979, our trade balance in manu- 
factures improved by more than $10 
billion, and our traditional agricultural 
surplus grew by 24 percent to more than 
$18 billion. Our trade deficit was reduced 
by almost $4 billion despite rapidly rising 
oil prices that substantially increased the 
value of our petroleum imports. 

Further enhancement of United States 
exports is a prime objective of my Admin- 
istration and I will continue my efforts to 
ensure that government programs help 
achieve that end. I look forward in the 
coming year to working with Congress in 
strengthening our foreign trade perform- 
ance, and to reporting to you further suc- 
cesses in our international trade program. 

Jimmy CarTER 
The White House, 

August 18, 1980. 

NOTE: The report is entitled ““Twenty-Fourth 
Annual Report of the President of the United 
States on the Trade Agreements Program— 
1979” (Government Printing Office, 191 
pages). 
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Railroad Retirement System 


Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Report. August 18, 1980 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I hereby transmit the Annual Report of 
the Railroad Retirement Board for Fiscal 
Year 1979. 

This report includes the 14th triennial 
actuarial valuation of the railroad retire- 
ment system, which was completed in 
August 1979. It is the first Board analysis 
to project the fund’s future income and 
outgo under five sets of economic and 
legislative assumptions. This approach, 
involving alternate sets of assumptions, 
more thoroughly takes into account the 
variable factors which can significantly 
affect the system in the coming years, and 
provides more information for an exam- 
ination of the system’s financial condition. 
The general conclusion is that the railroad 
industry retirement system has an acute 
short-term financial problem as well as 
long-term financial problems, and correc- 
tive legislation is needed to assure sound 
financing of benefits by the railroad sector. 

The 1979 14th valuation projected a 
cash shortfall under all but the most 
optimistic set of assumptions. Chairman 
Adams has advised me that the situation 
has become markedly worse and that 
funds will be inadequate to pay rail indus- 
try benefits by 1983. The latest projec- 
tions, based on the economic assumptions 
used in the March 1980 revisions to the 
Budget, indicate that the railroad retire- 
ment trust fund will exhaust its balance 
during fiscal year 1983, and could run out 
of cash in fiscal year 1982. 

As discussed by Chairman Adams in the 
report, the Administration has proposed 
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legislation to protect current and future 
railroad beneficiaries by sponsoring a fair 
and evenhanded method for sound financ- 
ing of the rail industry pension without 
additional subsidies from general tax 
revenues. A financially sound rail industry 
pension is vital to the one million annui- 
tants now receiving benefits, and to the 
half-million workers now qualified for 
benefits in the future. The Administration 
invited, for the second year, a rail manage- 
ment and labor proposal to restore sol- 
vency to the rail industry pension without 
additional general revenue subsidies. 
Resolution of the system’s financial prob- 
lems is a serious, pressing concern for rail 
workers, the rail industry, and the million 
rail pension beneficiaries. 
Jummy CarTER 
The White House, 
August 18, 1980. 
NOTE: The 149-page report is entitled “Rail- 


road Retirement Board 1979 Annual Report 
for Fiscal Year Ending September 30.” 


United States Sinai Support 
Mission 


Appointment of Frank E. Maestrone as Special 
Representative and Director. August 19, 1980 


The President today announced the 
appointment of Frank E. Maestrone, of 
Manchester, Conn., as Special Represent- 
ative and Director of the U.S. Sinai Sup- 
port Mission. He replaces C. William 
Kontos, who has been appointed Ambas- 
sador to the Democratic Republic of the 
Sudan. 

Maestrone was diplomat in residence 
at the University of California at San 
Diego in 1979-80 and has been a Foreign 
Service officer since 1948. 
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He was born December 20, 1922, in 
Springfield, Mass. He received a B.A. 
from Yale University in 1942. He served 
in the U.S. Army from 1942 to 1946. 

Maestrone joined the Foreign Service 
in 1948 and was posted in Vienna, Ham- 
burg, Salzburg, Khorramshahr, and at the 
State Department. He attended the Naval 
War College in 1962-63. He was political 
adviser on the International Staff, Paris/ 
NATO from 1963 to 1965. 

From 1965 to 1966, Maestrone was 
Chief of the Regional Affairs Division, 
Office of Research-Analysis for Western 
Europe. From 1966 to 1968, he was Dep- 
uty Director of the Office of Research- 
Analysis for Western Europe. He was 
political officer at Brussels/NATO from 
1968 to 1971 and counselor for political 
affairs in Manila from 1971 to 1973. 

In 1973-74 Maestrone was a faculty 
adviser at the Naval War College. He was 
Deputy Chief of Mission in Cairo from 
1974 to 1976 and Ambassador to the State 
of Kuwait from 1976 to 1979. 


Alaska Lands Legislation 


Statement on Senate Approval of the 


Legislation. August 19, 1980 

I am pleased by today’s action in the 
Senate on the Alaska lands bill. The full 
Senate overwhelmingly approved legisla- 
tion that guarantees essential protection 
for the nationally significant natural re- 
sources in Alaska, allows for needed devel- 
opment of Alaska’s valuable energy po- 
tential, and provides opportunities for 
economic growth for all the citizens of 
that State. In significant measure, this bill 
closely resembles the proposals I sent to 
the Congress more than 3 years ago. It is 
a victory in the long struggle to resolve 
this issue. 
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The bill designates more than 43 mil- 
lion acres of National Park System lands, 
54 million acres of National Wildlife 
Refuges, 56 million acres of wilderness, 
and 1.3 million acres of National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers. In essence, the “crown 
jewels” of the Alaskan natural wonders 
are afforded protection. At the same time, 
the bill provides for development of 
Alaska’s oil, gas, mineral, and timber 
resources while conveying to the State and 
native communities lands of interest to 
them. 

The resolution of the Alaska lands ques- 
tion is the most important conservation 
measure to come before any Congress or 
any President in this century. It has been 
my highest environmental priority since 
taking office, and I want to congratulate 
the Senate for its perseverance and pa- 
tience in taking this historic step today. 

Passage of this bill has taken the hard 
work and leadership of Senators Jackson 
and Tsongas and the help of many of their 
colleagues, including Senators Cranston, 
Hart, Nelson, Culver, Levin, McGovern, 
Randolph, Church, Chafee, Roth, Hat- 
field, Proxmire, Eagleton, and Mathias. 
The Senate has now greatly increased the 
chances that we will have an Alaska lands 
bill passed in this session of Congress. The 
House has already passed a strong Alaska 
lands bill, and I am hopeful that the 
House and Senate will be able to reach 
agreement on a final bill that I will be 
proud to sign. 


Boston, Massachusetts 


Remarks on Arrival. August 21, 1980 


SENATOR Epwarp M. KeENNeEpy. Well, 
it’s a pleasure to welcome Jimmy Carter 
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to Boston, Massachusetts, as the Presi- 
dent of the United States and also as the 
nominee of the Democratic Party. 

During the early days of last summer, 
Mr. Carter was behind Mr. Reagan in 
the polls, but there is no authority like 
myself in the country that can say with 
greater authority that I can, in the cru- 
cial times when the time comes to vote, 
that Mr. Carter is successful. And I am 
confident that he’ll be successful in No- 
vember, and I’m determined that he’!l be 
reelected as the President of the United 
States. 

Mr. President, the early Founding 
Fathers of this country said that Massa- 
chusetts should lead the way, and over 
the period of the last five Presidential 
elections, this State has voted for the 
Democratic nominee. And I think all of 
those who have gathered out here to 
greet you in Boston are ready and willing 
to put their shoulder to the wheel and 
make sure that you’re reelected as the 
next President of the United States. 

Welcome to Boston and welcome to 
Massachusetts. 

Tue Present. First of all, let me say 
to Senator Kennedy that I’m grateful to 
be on the platform with him twice in less 
than a week. Both times he’s been very 
generous, and the expression of support 
that he’s given me is very gratifying to 
one who’s met him, who’s had a chance 
to debate the issues, who’s seen much 
more compatibility between us on impor- 
tant issues to the American people than 
any differences that have separated us, 
and I’m very deeply grateful for the 
words that he just said. 

To Senator Paul Tsongas, to the Gov- 
ernor of your great State, to the members 
of the congressional delegation, I want to 
express my thanks to all of you who’ve 
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come out to be with me today. This cam- 
paign in the fall will be one of extremely 
sharp differences between myself and the 
Republican nominee, between the Demo- 
cratic Party and the Republican Party, 
and will affect the future lives of all 
Americans. 

I have confidence that we will win to- 
gether. And one of the major factors that 
gives me that confidence is the assurance 
that Senator Kennedy and all those 
Americans who supported him during the 
primary and caucus season will be on my 
side, helping me to lead the Democratic 
Party to a great victory. 

Senator, thank you again. Tell the 
members of the AFT, Teachers Federa- 
tion, that I’ll be following you out there 
tomorrow. And I know you’ll prepare the 
way for me, and I’ll try to follow you up 
well. Thank you again. God bless you. It’s 
good to have you as a friend and an ally. 


NOTE: The exchange of remarks began at 
10:20 a.m. at Logan International Airport. 


Boston, Massachusetts 


Remarks at the Annual Convention of the 


American Legion. 


August 21, 1980 


National Commander Frank Hamilton, 
fellow Legionnaires, fellow Americans: 

It’s a real honor to address this wonder- 
ful convention representing more than 2.7 
million American veterans. The Ameri- 
can Legion, of which my father was also a 
member, having helped organized Ameri- 
can Legion Post II in Americus, is a very 
important organization to me and a very 
proud and rapidly growing organization. 

As I was preparing my remarks, I tried 
to think of the difference between my 
father’s attendance at American Legion 
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conventions and my own coming here to 
make a speech. One obvious difference is 
that my father used to have a lot more 
fun at the conventions than I do these 
days. [Laughter] 

Yours is one of the proudest organiza- 
tions and rightly so. The American Le- 
gion embodies the traditions of the citi- 
zen-soldier, the ideals of patriotic service 
equally dedicated to the duties of war and 
to the challenges of peace—both ex- 
tremely difficult tasks for patriotic and 
enlightened Americans. 

As President, I’m conscious of your 
service, and I’m conscious of our Nation’s 
debt to veterans, and I have full confi- 
dence in Max Cleland, the director of the 
Veterans Administration, to serve you 
well. He and I have worked hard to meet 
the needs of veterans. Pension benefits, as 
well as compensation for veterans who 
are disabled in the service of our country, 
will increase by more than a third during 
my first term. I noticed that Max said 
that for disabled veterans the increases 


will approach 40 percent in the short pe- 
riod of time. 


The Veterans Administration con- 
tinues to provide more and better health 
services, particularly in the critical areas 
of out-patient and long-term care. And 
we’ve initiated a psychological counseling 
program for Vietnam era veterans. We 
already have 91 centers under this pro- 
gram all across the country. They are 
well attended, growing, being used, reach- 
ing thousands of young veterans who, 
until now, have felt that they had no 
place to turn. Also, the Veterans Admin- 
istration and the Department of Labor 
are concentrating their work to increase 
employment among veterans, particularly 
through the Disabled Veterans Outreach 
program, which has successfully helped 
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thousands of disabled Vietnam era veter- 
ans to find jobs. 


Max Cleland has especially dedicated 
his effort to helping disabled veterans, 
and we have not had to lower standards 
at all to match their performance in their 
new jobs. And I can promise you that 
we'll continue to improve the services 
rendered to veterans throughout this 
country. 

Today, as in the past, America needs 
your service, your commitment, your 
courage, and your common sense. While 
our country demands these qualities from 
all of us, you veterans who have offered 
your lives for our Nation’s honor and sur- 
vival in the past have an extra incentive 
to fight to secure peace for Americans 
today and peace for Americans in the 
future. 


The surest guarantee of that peace to- 
day is an American military force strong 
enough for now and for tomorrow. All of 
us—myself, the American Congress, you, 
and other citizens—are making the hard 
and sometimes costly choices that ensure 
that American strength remains not only 
unsurpassed for the present but equal to 
all our needs in the future. 

This morning, as Commander in Chief, 
I want to talk to you very briefly and very 
frankly about some of the problems that 
we face, some of the achievements that 
we’ve had, some of the uncertainties 
about the future, and how you can help. 
As Commander in Chief of America’s 
Armed Forces, working with the Congress, 
I have the final responsibility for making 
those difficult choices. They are critical 
choices. They are far from simple. I need 
your support and your understanding 
based on experience in the Armed Forces 
in understanding the real choices that we 
face in defense and in the broader realm 
of national security policy. 
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Our goals, simple but profound: secu- 
rity, honor, and peace. Those are the vic- 
tories we seek for ourselves, for our chil- 
dren, and for our children’s children. 
These victories can be won, but not by 
nostalgic nor wishful thinking, and not 
by bravado. They cannot be won by a 
futile effort either to run the world or to 
run away from the world. Both of these 
are dangerous myths that cannot be the 
foundation for any responsible national 
policy. 

America requires the authority and the 
strength—and the moral force—to pro- 
tect ourselves, to provide for the defense 
of our friends, and to promote the values 
of human dignity and well-being that 
have made our own Nation strong at 
home and respected abroad. To this end, 
our national security policy has four spe- 
cific objectives. 

First, to prevent war, through the as- 
surance of our Nation’s strength and our 
Nation’s will. In this we will not fail. 

Second, to share with our friends and 
allies the protection of industrial democ- 
racies of Europe and Asia. In this we will 
not fail. 

Third, to safeguard and to strengthen 
our vital links to the nations and the re- 
sources of the Middle East. In this we 
will not fail. 

And fourth, to defend America’s vital 
interests if they are threatened anywhere 
in the world. And in this we will not fail. 


All of these objectives require Ameri- 
ca’s great military strength. But arms 
alone cannot provide the security within 
which our values and our interests can 
flourish. Our foreign policy must be 


directed toward greater international 
stability, without which there is no real 
prospect for a lasting peace. Thus, our 
strength in arms—very important—must 
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be matched by creative, responsible, and 
courageous diplomacy. 

We have as a nation that strength and 
that courage now to present clearly to 
potential adversaries as well as to our 
allies. We must continue to build wisely 
for a future when our patience and persist- 
ence will be taxed by challenges perhaps 
even more diverse and even more dan- 
gerous than those that we’ve seen in re- 
cent years. In planning for that future we 
must have the foresight to accept the 
reality of change. Americans have never 
feared change. We must prepare for what 
we cannot completely predict—there is 
no way for any nation or any person to 
know what might happen next—and to 
know with certainty the objectives that 
we intend to reach and to hold. 

For the sake of all humanity, we must 
prevent nuclear war. To do so requires 
the most modern strategic forces based 
on America’s superior technology. Our 
country has always been in the forefront of 
new developments, new ideas, new tech- 
nology, new systems for defense. The de- 
cisions that we make today, some of them 
highly secret, will affect the risks of nu- 
clear war well into the next century. 

Like our weapons, our diplomacy must 
also be aimed at enhancing strategic sta- 
bility. Thus far in my administration 
we've strengthened every single element 
of our strategic deterrent, and we have 
also worked to enhance strategic stability 
through world peace and through nego- 
tiation of mutual and balanced limits on 
strategic arms. And I’m thankful to the 
American Legion for your support of that 
effort to control nuclear weapons. 

We could have spent more money on 
our strategic forces, but we would not 
have spent it as wisely. We could have 


placed our chips on the B-1 bomber, 
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which would have been in service quickly, 
and obsolete almost as quickly. In order 
to capitalize on advanced American tech- 
nology and to deal with predictable im- 
provements in Soviet air defense capabil- 
ities, I decided instead, after close 
consultation with the Secretary of De- 
fense and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to 
accelerate the development of cruise mis- 
siles. 


Four years ago there was no program 
for long-range air-launched cruise mis- 
siles. This year, in a very quick period of 
time, we will actually begin production 
of those kinds of missiles. Because of 
their accuracy and because of their ability 
to penetrate Soviet air defense systems, 
they represent a far more effective deter- 
rent than would have the B-1 bomber. 
We needed the right answer for the long 
run, and Soviet air defense capabilities, 
as known today, and U.S. technological 
developments, as known today, have 
proven this answer to be the right one. 


Similarly, we could have decided, and 


some still propose, to resume production 


of land-based intercontinental missiles 
and simply build more vertical silos to 
house them. But that solution would not 
have increased our strategic strength, be- 
cause the new missiles in fixed silos would 
have been just as vulnerable as the old 
ones to the predictable improvement in 
the accuracy of Soviet missile systems. 
Instead, we conducted a searching eval- 
uation of our real and responsible choices, 
and I chose to go forward with the MX 
missile program. 

Four years ago, there was no known 
solution to the increasing vulnerability of 
fixed silos. Today, we’ve devised a mobile 
system for basing these missiles that will 
really shelter them from attack. The MX 
will be ready to strengthen our strategic 
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defenses just when we need that added 
strength. And I might point out to you 
that the total area covered by the MX 
system from which civilians, newsmen 
and others, would be excluded, only 
would comprise 25 square miles, a block 
of land in our whole country just 5 miles 
on a side. And the total cost of the MX 
mobile missile system, in constant dol- 
lars, would be less than the B—52 bomber 
system, less than the Minuteman missile 
system, and less than the combined cost 
of the Poseidon and the Polaris subma- 
rine-launched missile systems. 

At sea, as well, we’ve altered the way- 
ward course that we were steering in 
1977. We’ve put the Trident missile sys- 
tem and the Trident submarine programs 
back on track. The U.S.S. Ohio, the first 
Trident submarine, is about to begin sea 
trials. Its sister ship, the U.S.S. Michigan, 
is ready to be launched, and five more 
Tridents are under construction. 

And finally, in this combined system, 
let me mention that we’ve made steady 
progress in a less visible and less dramatic 
but crucially important area of our stra- 
tegic forces, and that is the system of com- 
mand and control to ensure that they 
and the communications associated with 
them can survive a crisis, a peremptory, 
unexpected attack or a major conflict. 
This has been an area of our defense sys- 
tem which has been too long overlooked 
and neglected in the past. 

All these steps add up to a prudent and 
a forward-looking program for enhanc- 
ing our strategic forces and the credibility 
of our deterrent. In order to keep those 
forces adequate for the future, we con- 
tinue to work on new aircraft and on 
new technology and weapons of all kinds 
that will be equal to any threats that may 
arise in the next decade or beyond. 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


Our strategy, now modernized to take 
advantage of Soviet planning and Soviet 
attitudes, must leave them no room for 
the illusion that they can obtain any ad- 
vantage over the United States of Amer- 
ica by the use of their force. And we will 
keep our forces that strong and that 
clearly dominant. 

Recently there’s been a great deal of 
press and public attention paid to a Presi- 
dential directive that I have _ issued, 
known as PD-59. As a new President 
charged with great responsibilities for the 
defense of this Nation, I decided that our 
Nation must have flexibility in respond- 
ing to a possible nuclear attack—in re- 
sponding to a possible nuclear attack. Be- 
ginning very early in my term, working 
with the Secretaries of State and De- 
fense and with my own national security 
advisers, we have been evolving such an 
improved capability. It’s been recently re- 
vealed to the public in outline form by 
Secretary of Defense Harold Brown. It’s 
a carefully considered, logical, and evolu- 
tionary improvement in our Nation’s de- 
fense capability and will contribute to 
the prevention of a nuclear conflict. 

No potential enemy of the United 
States should anticipate for one moment 
a successful use of military power against 
our vital interest. This decision will make 
that prohibition and that cautionary mes- 
sage even more clear. In order to ensure 
that no adversary is even tempted, how- 
ever, we must have a range of responses 
to potential threats or crises and an inte- 
grated plan for their use. 


Equally vital for our strategic purposes 
is the pursuit of nuclear arms control and 
balanced reduction of nuclear arsenals in 
the world. Just as we build strategic forces 
equal to our needs, we seek through nego- 
tiated agreements to keep unnecessary 
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competition from carrying us into a pur- 
poseless and dangerous nuclear arms race 
to the detriment of our Nation’s security 
and to the detriment of the adequate 
strength of our conventional and other 
forces. We will continue to make every re- 
sponsible effort to bring our forces and 
those of any potential foe under strict, bal- 
anced, and verifiable controls, both in the 
quantity of strategic arms and in their 
quality. 

I want to make clear that if an un- 
limited nuclear arms race should be 
forced upon us, we will compete and com- 
pete successfully. Let no one doubt that 
for a moment. But to initiate such a dan- 
gerous and costly race, abandoning our 
efforts for nuclear weapons control, would 
be totally irresponsible on our part. 

The destructive power of the world’s 
nuclear arsenals is already adequate for 
total devastation. It does no good to in- 
crease that destructive power in search of 
a temporary edge or in pursuit of an illu- 
sion of absolute nuclear superiority. To 
limit strategic nuclear weapons, as the 
SALT treaties do, is not to reduce our 
strength, but to reduce the danger that 
misunderstanding and _ miscalculation 
could lead to a global catastrophe. This is 
a course that has been pursued by the last 
six Presidents, both Democratic and Re- 
publican. To go beyond the reductions 
that were outlined in SALT II treaty, as 
I firmly intend to do, is to advance the 
stability on which genuine peace can be 
built. 

Stability in the strategic area, however, 
leaves us still to meet serious challenges 
now and in the future in Europe, in the 
Far East, the Middle East, and in South- 
west Asia. We must understand those 
challenges in order to deal with them pru- 
dently and responsibly. We do not need 
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massive standing armies in place every- 
where in the world to defend our friends 
and our interests. But we do need and we 
and our allies are acquiring the skilled, 
modernized, specially equipped conven- 
tional forces that can respond fast and ef- 
fectively to crises and threats before they 
engulf us in larger conflicts. 

With NATO in Europe, for example, 
we do not need overwhelming tank forces. 
We and our allies do not plan to start a 
war on the European continent. What we 
do need and what we will maintain are 
the weapons to repulse any force that 
seeks or threatens the domination of Eu- 
rope. After years of neglect during the 
Vietnam war, we have led NATO’s com- 
mitment to the deterrent levels of strength 
it actually needs. The Long-Term De- 
fense Program to which we are now all 
committed, a 15-year program, will add 
$85 billion to NATO’s fighting strength 
over the next decade or so and will permit 
the Alliance to meet any real threat to 
Europe’s security and to our own. This is 
a major step forward in the closer coordi- 
nation among ourselves and our allies and 
a restoration of the spirit of NATO that 
is crucial to the defense of Europe and to 
the security of our own country. It must 
be continued, and it will be continued. 

Reversing a long, downward trend in 
real defense expenditures, above and be- 
yond inflation, we have had real growth 
for the last 4 years, and we will continue 
this commitment during the years ahead. 
That is a promise that I make to you, and 
that is a promise that the Congress of the 
United States has also confirmed. We will 
not permit us to take a downward trend, 
as was the case during the 8 years before 
I became President. 


A very significant development was the 
NATO decision last December to mod- 
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ernize theater nuclear forces in Europe, a 
direct response to the Warsaw Pact build- 
up of the last 10 years with their SS-20 
medium-range missile and others similar 
to it. This is a vital part of our commit- 
ment. It was very difficult politically for 
some of the European nations to agree to 
take this major step. The Soviets used 
every possible propaganda that they could 
marshal. But our efforts and those of our 
allies were successful. 

In the Pacific and in East Asia, our 
alliances and our military strengths are 
firm and they’re adequate. We have the 
military presence on land and at sea to 
ensure that no would-be aggressor can 
profit at the expense of ourselves or our 
friends from any upheaval in that region. 
Sustained, normal relations with China 
are very important and improve the pros- 
pects for a stable and a peaceful future in 
Asia. 

You of the American Legion have 
pledged at this convention to the cause 


of Cambodian relief. It’s important that 
we Americans show the world the strength 
of American compassion and concern. I 
applaud your decision to alleviate human 
suffering and to help the cause of peace in 
Southeast Asia. 


In the most volatile and vital area to 
our security, the Persian Gulf and South- 
west Asia, we’re taking additional steps to 
protect our vital interests. The security of 
the region and the crucial energy that it 
supplies to us and other nations are both 
now exposed to the new threat of Soviet 
forces in Afghanistan, which have turned 
that country from its former status as a 
buffer state into a wedge pointed at the 
sealanes of the Persian Gulf and to the 
rich oil deposits. To deter any further 
encroachment of Soviet power in this re- 
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gion, we must help to strengthen the re- 
solve and the defenses of the countries 
there. 

We are continuing to build up our 
own forces in the Indian Ocean and in 
the adjacent areas and to arrange to use 
facilities on land which we might need 
to aid our friends in the region in case 
of conflict and primarily to prevent the 
need for conflict. We’ve speeded up for- 
mation of a mobile force of up to 100,000 
personnel that could be rapidly deployed 
to any area where sudden trouble loomed 
and needed to be met. We’ve arranged to 
put supplies and equipment for such a 
force in place ahead of time so they will 
be there when and if they’re needed. 

Most of all, in the Middle East, we’ve 
pursued the arduous, difficult, frustrat- 
ing but absolutely essential cause of peace 
between Israel and its Arab neighbors. 
The real security of that crucial area of 
the world depend heavily on the force 
with which we promote stability and po- 
litical compromise to avoid the outbreak 
of conflict. It’s crucial that our Nation 
use all its influence to prevent a fifth 
Middle East war. The Camp David ac- 
cords and the Egyptian-Israeli peace 
treaties that followed them were two ex- 
traordinary steps on a long road that un- 
til 1978 no one had been able to travel. 

In the real world we know that we can- 
not expect miracles on the Middle East 
peace negotiations. The issues are too 
emotional. The difficulties are too great. 
The obstacles sometimes appear to be in- 
surmountable. But I’m convinced that Is- 
rael wants peace, and I’m convinced that 
the Egyptians want peace, and I’m 
equally as convinced that those who live 
in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and the Pal- 
estinians all want peace. We know that 
our own future peace makes this work 
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very important, and it’s work that must 
be continued. 

At home, over intense opposition, as 
you know, but with great help from the 
American Legion, we have won the fight 
for peacetime draft registration. We need 
the ability to mobilize quickly and effec- 
tively, and we have shown our resolve to 
both friend and foe alike. 

It should be clear to everyone who 
studies national security or defense that 
our work to keep America the strongest 
nation in the world is not finished. There 
are no laurels on which to rest. There 
are no victories which are final. There are 
no challenges which have disappeared 
magically. But we’ve resumed a firm and 
steady course of diplomacy and defense 
preparedness to lead our allies and our 
friends and ourselves with confidence to- 
ward the chailenges facing the world of 
today and the world of tomorrow. 

The independence, the security, and 
the development of the countries of the 
Third World, the small nations, the new 
nations, the developing nations, the non- 
aligned nations, are also very important to 
our national security. Violence and radi- 
cal revolution thrive in an atmosphere of 
political repression, economic want, mas- 
sive unemployment, and hunger. Our in- 
terest is served when the countries of the 
developing world are able to meet the 
needs and aspirations of their people 
peacefully, democratically, anda through 
cooperation with the United States of 
America and the other Western nations. 

In helping them to achieve these ob- 
jectives, we are encouraging democracy, 


yes, but we are also strengthening our 
ability to compete effectively with the 
Soviet Union. Those who are most con- 
cerned about Soviet activism in the world 
should be the strongest supporters of our 
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foreign aid programs designed to help the 
moderate transition from _ repressive 
tyranny to democratic development and 
to bolster the strength and independence 
of our friends. 

We've revived in this administration 
the policy that gives added purpose to our 
Nation’s strength: our whole-hearted, 
national commitment to promote the 
universal standards of human rights. 
Freedom for ourselves is not enough. 
Americans want to see other people enjoy 
freedom also. It’s an unswerving commit- 
ment of our Nation, and as long as I’m 
in the White House, it'll be a major part 
of our international policy. 

We do not maintain our power in or- 
der to seize power from others. Our goal 
is to strengthen our own freedom and the 
freedom of others, to advance the dignity 
of the individual and the right of all peo- 
ple to justice, to a good life, and to a fu- 
ture secure from tyranny. In choosing 
our course in the world, America’s 
strength must be used to serve America’s 
values. 

The choices ahead are every bit as de- 
manding as the ones we’ve already made. 
Facing them takes a clear understanding 
of where we are and where we want to go 
as a nation. Responding to dangers that 
might menace our future security also 
will measure America’s common sense 
and courage, just as previous history has 
measured America’s common sense and 
courage. 

I’ve known America’s courage by see- 
ing it tested. I’ve seen it in the men who 
went to Iran to attempt so valiantly in an 
isolated desert to rescue their fellow 
Americans who are still held hostage 
there. I saw it in the families of the men 
who died in that effort, and I’ve seen it 
in the families with whom I’ve met as 
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frequently as possible of the citizens who 
are still held captive in Iran. What a na- 
tion we are to produce such men and 
women. All Americans are thankful to 
them. 

And finally let me say that our country 
also has the courage to reject the easy il- 
lusions of something for nothing, the fan- 
tasy goals of strength without sacrifice, 
the irresponsible advocacy of shortcut 
economics and quick-fix defense policy. 
There are no magic answers. Easy solu- 
tions are very difficult to find. Courage, 
sometimes quiet courage, unpublicized 
courage, is the most to be appreciated. 

I see this kind of courage in you, as 
veterans who have served and sacrificed 
already, but who still work continuously 
for the sake of service, not for recognition 
or reward. Your example strengthens my 
faith in our Nation and in the future of 
our Nation. With your help and with 
your courage and with your common 
sense, I know America will continue to 
to be a nation of unmatched strength, a 
nation that faces the world as it is today 
and works with realism to bring to the 
world of the future freedom, peace, and 
justice. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the 
John B. Hynes Veterans Auditorium. 


Detroit, Michigan 


Remarks at the Annual Conference of the 
American Federation of Teachers. 
August 22, 1980 


President Al Shanker, members of the 
executive committee, visitors from foreign 
lands, members of the American Federa- 
tion of Teachers: 
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I see the signs around, “Buena Suerte,” 
“Shalom,” and I see another one over 
here that says, “Hi, you all.” [Laughter] 
It makes me feel good to come here. 

I have always been aware of the fact 
that Lane Kirkland’s and Mr. Meany’s* 
window was looking down on the White 
House. And there have been a few times 
when White House binoculars were 
trained on that window as_ well. 
[Laughter] 

We share a lot of concerns, and we 
share a lot of hopes, and we share a lot 
of dreams. The progress that our Nation 
has made has been, to a large degree, 
predicated on the good relationship be- 
tween the men and women who work in 
this Nation and those leaders like you who 
represent them and an enlightened Demo- 
cratic leadership in the White House who 
is just as visionary, just as dedicated, to 
service as anyone in the labor movement. 
It’s a good partnership. It’s a partnership 
that ought to be preserved. It’s a partner- 
ship that I’m eager to honor and your 
confidence I’m determined to prevail. 

I’m proud to be the first President to ad- 
dress your annual convention. The other 
Presidents don’t know what they’ve 
missed. I hope you’ll let me come back to 
your convention, but I hope for the next 4 
or 5 years no other different person will 
come as President. 

As proud as I am of that honor, I’m 
even prouder to have your endorsement 
as candidate for President, and I’ll do the 
best I can not to betray your trust and not 
to disappoint you during the campaign 
this fall—which I intend to be success- 
ful—nor in the administration that’s going 
to follow that for the next 4 years. And 
I’m also grateful and pleased to have the 


* President and past president, AFL-CIO. 
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support of the AFL-CIO executive coun- 
cil. Together we’re going to make this 
election a victory, not just for myself and 
Fritz Mondale but for all teachers and 
students and for all the working men and 
women of our country. That’s my commit- 
ment, and I’m not going to betray you. 

I might say that, speaking of teachers 
and students, I learned a lesson this year 
about the value of an AFT endorsement. 
It’s inscribed very clearly on my mind the 
classrooms where I was taught, places like 
New York and Rhode Island and Penn- 
sylvania. [Laughter] I really learned it 
pays to have the AFT with you, and I’m 
so glad that we are once again, as we were 
in 1976, on the same side politically. And 
I’d like to say something now about a 
mutual friend who was part of this year’s 
education process: a great man, Senator 
Ted Kennedy. 

Yesterday morning, just before he left 
Boston to come and be with you, he wel- 
comed me to his home city. It was a warm, 
genuine, deeply appreciated welcome, and 
it reminded us both of last October when 
he and I were together, also in Boston, at 
the dedication of the John F. Kennedy 
Library. It was a day full of memory and 
a day full of promise. I made a speech on 
that day that was challenging to write 
but an honor to deliver, and I said then 
that despite all the changes that have 
taken place since the early 1960’s the 
spirit of dedication and the spirit of ideal- 
ism that marked John Kennedy’s life is 
even more urgent today than perhaps it 
was then. 

Ted Kennedy personifies to me that 
spirit, and I’m glad to be working with 
him and also with all the others that he 
inspired to join him and now to join me 
in a common cause. 

I don’t want to overlook an opportunity 
to say that I’m also very pleased and it’s 
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good for me to have on my ticket a man 
who shares this spirit in full measure and 
throughout his entire life of dedication to 
human concerns and dedication to better 
education in our Nation—and that’s Fritz 
Mondale. I doubt very seriously that in 
the last 200 years there has been a closer 
partnership, both personal and political, 
than exists between me and my Vice Pres- 
ident. Our country couldn’t have a finer 
man. 

And I would also like to say a word 
about one other person, another dedicated 
American, because this is a time when, as 
was just mentioned, human beings around 
the world in a highly publicized way are 
reaching out for freedom—we see this in 
the world headlines today—and also 
reaching out for the true principles of 
trade unionism. The combination is free 
trade unionism, and I’m glad to stand 
together, once again, with a man who has 
dedicated his life to these principles, your 
president and my friend, Al Shanker. 

Almost every time there’s a quiet, con- 
fidential discussion about the AFT, you’re 
always characterized as a fighting union, 
a union of classroom teachers. And I 
have a special feeling for those who fight 
for principle and those who represent the 
finest element of education in our country. 
This feeling comes from my lifelong con- 
cern with education, but it’s also because 
of a special nature of responsibilities 
which you and I share. Harry Truman’s 
old motto “The buck stops here” applies 
just as much to teachers as it does to 
Presidents. In any system of education, the 
teacher’s the one who finally does the 
difficult job, or else the job just doesn’t 
get done. 


As you well know, teachers and Presi- 
dents have to take a lot of heat— 


(laughter|—for problems in our society 
that we don’t originate. I can’t think of a 
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better story than one of my favorites, 
which I’m sure you may have heard, 
about the man that was brought before 
the judge. The judge said, “You’ve been 
accused of getting drunk and setting the 
bed on fire.” And the man says, “Judge, 
I plead guilty to getting drunk but the bed 
was on fire when I got in it.” [Laughter] 
This is exactly the situation when a new 
President walks into the Oval Office or 
when a new teacher walks into a class- 
room. But I don’t know of a better place 
to put the responsibility for difficult 
changes that must take place in any 
society, and particularly in a democracy, 
where we’re on the cutting edge of change 
and progress. 

Both of us have a day-in-day-out, full- 
time responsibility to do all we can to al- 
leviate the human costs of society’s prob- 
lems, and in our jobs we know that there 
are no shortcuts, there are no substitutes 
for hard and dedicated work. But the 
deepest bond between us, in your work as 
teachers and in my work as President, is 
that we are both concerned above all with 
the future. The people you teach not only 
represent the future, they are the future, 
and the seeds of knowledge and under- 
standing, of independent thought that you 
plant often bear their sweetest fruit many 
years after you finish your job with that 
person. 

As President, I too have a responsibility 
for the future, knowing that the hard de- 
cisions that I make today—and there are 
no easy ones—will shape the kind of world 
that we pass on to future generations. So, 
as we meet today, not just as a candidate 
and voters and leaders, but as comrades in 
arms for a better, more humane, and more 
decent future, the election of 1980 will 
determine whether your struggle and mine 
is successful. 
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Seldom in electoral history has the 
choice been so clear. The only possible 
other election in my lifetime when the 
choice was so clear was in 1964 between 
Barry Goldwater and Lyndon Johnson. 
Seldom has the views and the commit- 
ments of the candidates been so pro- 
foundly different. The American people 
will be choosing not just between two men, 
not even just between two political par- 
ties, but between two paths that lead to 
two quite different futures for ourselves, 
our families, and for all those about whom 
we're concerned. 

I’m convinced that the American 
people will choose wisely, because I re- 
spect the character and intelligence of our 
people. And when the general election 
time comes and individual Americans go 
in that voting booth to think about the 
future of their family and their children 
and their Nation, with allies like you, | 
believe that we can and will be successful, 
because we believe as Americans that 
united, in spite of difficulties that we face 


and acknowledge, that we can shape the 
future as we want it to be. 


Other nations, other people, are fearful 
about years to come, and they are fearful 
about changes that they don’t quite 
understand. But Americans have shared 
some of that concern, but, in effect, we 
have thrived on it, because Americans are 
committed to individual human beings 
who are free and to a free enterprise sys- 
tem that encourages innovation, that can 
accommodate change, where we’re not 
frozen because we are fearful to speak 
and where open debate quite often leads 
to the best decision. We’re not afraid of 
differences among us, and we don’t try to 
discipline the human minds to the extent 
that it’s not constantly probing for even 
difficult and unpleasant truths. 
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An election year is a good time in a 
democracy for sober assessment of our 
past achievements and our past failures, 
for our challenges, and also for our op- 
portunities. I look forward this year to 
several debates with the Republican 
nominee in different parts of the country. 
And I’m also willing to debate other 
candidates, any candidate who might 
even have a theoretical chance to be 
elected President. 

I’m eager to let the issues be made clear 
and to let the people decide. The thing I 
want most of all though is a clear, two- 
man debate between myself and Ronald 
Reagan. That is where the people can 
decide most clearly how these two paths 
to the future might affect the lives of all 
of us. 

The truth and the facts are important. 
There’s no place in American life for a 
“pie in the sky,” but there’s a new math 
that’s being propounded in different pro- 
posals. One of them is that in this election 
year there are claims being made that 
there can be some massive tax cuts for the 
rich equivalent to a trillion dollars in the 
years ahead ; that we can at the same time 
have a massive increase in defense com- 
mitments, including the reinstitution of a 
nuclear arms race; that we can balance 
the budget at the same time and still pro- 
vide social services, adequate education, 
and other needs of the American people. 
This is obviously a fallacy, and the Ameri- 
can people are too intelligent to fall for it. 
But the facts must be presented in order 
for the American people to understand 
the fallacious nature of this kind of 
proposal. 


Our country has gone through difficult 
times, which I need not enumerate here 
now. But we’ve also gone through some 
successful times quite recently. One is a 
national process of education on one of 
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the most important domestic and inter- 
national issues of our lifetime, and that is 
energy. 

We now know, as Americans, something 
we didn’t know even 12 months ago, or 
many would not acknowledge, and that is 
that we must cut down our dependence on 
foreign oil. It’s crucial to our Nation’s 
security. It’s also crucial to the security of 
our country, and it also removes the 
chance of blackmail that might be im- 
posed on us and other nations of the 
world if that excessive dependence is 
continued. 

The American people have acted. 
There’s been a dramatic cut in the 
amount of oil we import already. Today, 
we imported 11% million barrels less, in 1 
day, than we did a year ago. And that 
same record has been continued ever since 
the beginning of 1980. We’ve not suc- 
ceeded completely yet in this effort, but 
we've laid a good foundation, and now 
we’re ready to build on it. This gives us a 
new and exciting way to change American 
life for the better, not with a decrease in 
our quality of life, but an increase in the 
quality of our life. 

Within the next week, I intend to out- 
line to the Nation a practical and aggres- 
sive new strategy for renewing our eco- 
nomic and our industrial base, part of it 
predicated upon the inevitable changes 
brought about by energy independence 
and a commitment that our Nation’s 
made. This will create literally hundreds 
of thousands of new jobs and can be 
accomplished at the same time with even 
more stable prices for all. This will not be 
an easy task, but I’m determined to 
succeed. And along with energy, our re- 
dedication to American education is 
crucial to that strategy and to the future. 


Before I became President, the Federal 


commitment to education was constantly 
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declining in real terms. Together we’ve re- 
versed that trend. During a time of neces- 
sary budget restraint in order to meet the 
challenge of international inflationary 
pressures invoked on us by OPEC, we’ve 
increased spending for education more 
than 73 percent in just a little over 3 
years. 

It’s important to me to protect public 
education. We’ve fought together success- 
fully against a proposal that would under- 
mine public education, and that is tuition 
tax credits, and we’re going to continue 
that fight. Universal, free, quality educa- 
tion for all Americans is part of the great- 
ness of our future as well as our past, and 
we do not want it endangered, and if 
you'll stick with me, we will not permit 
it to be endangered. And we’re also seek- 
ing better working conditions for teachers, 
because we know that the education of 
our children depends on the morale and 
the commitment of classroom teachers. 

Along with you and your executive 
committee and your president, I’m con- 
cerned about the fundamental role of 
collective bargaining. We need to remove 
difficult, discouraging, unrewarding cir- 
cumstances that teachers have to face. I’ve 
authorized an interagency study to report 
to me on how teachers’ salaries and work- 
ing conditions affect the quality of educa- 
tion. I’ll honor the prerogatives and the 
authority of local and State officials, but 
I want all of us to understand what gov- 
ernment at every level can do to offer con- 
structive alternatives to work stoppages by 
meeting the real needs of the teachers of 
this country. 

In the humane future that we all want, 
there must be a self-fulfilling and a gratify- 
ing place for young Americans. A mind is 
a terrible thing to waste—we’ve all heard 
this compelling appeal by the United 
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Negro College Fund. We’ve all seen the 
television portrayal of a young man sit- 
ting alone, listening helplessly to the 
sounds of the city outside, a world in 
which he cannot hope to compete and 
within which he cannot hope to take the 
talent or ability given to him, given by 
God, and use that talent or ability 
productively. 

So far in my administration, we’ve in- 
creased funding for youth employment 
and for training almost 100 percent, but 
we’ve not yet done enough and we’re 
determined to do more without further 
delay. That’s why, with your help, with 
the active participation of Al and many 
of you, we’ve developed the most far- 
reaching youth measure ever proposed 
to the Congress. We call it the youth bill. 

It bolsters basic education and job 
training, and it offers the kind of part- 
time work that’s linked to the learning 
which is going on in the classroom. It en- 
courages those who would otherwise drop 
out of school to stay there, and it ties 
much more closely to educational process 
with a chance for a successful career after 
the classroom work is completed. The 
measure will add $2 billion in more muscle 
into our existing $4 billion commitment to 
youth programs. That’s a lot of money, 
but it’s the kind of money that we cannot 
afford not to spend. 

Investing in education, investing in 
youth is one of the essential ways that we 
can provide for a better future. That’s 
why I wanted to elevate education to a 
top level of government, and that’s why 
we are fighting to improve education pro- 
grams from Title I, to education for the 
handicapped, to teacher centers, where 
teachers themselves can help to shape pro- 
grams that will give us a better approach 
to education. That’s why we’ll continue to 
cut redtape and paperwork and let teach- 
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ers get on with the job of teaching for a 
change. It’s important to me that the AFT 
and your leaders play an integral role with 
me as President, with Secretary Shirley 
Hufstedler, and with others, including of 
course the Congress, as you’ve done so 
well, as we make these kinds of decisions. 
I won’t try to enumerate all the things 
that are going on in the Congress and in 
the administration and in your own lives 
concerning education. 

I speak about these concerns not only 
as President but also as a parent. My sons 
were all educated in the public schools 
and also in the public colleges. And my 
daughter, Amy, is now beginning her 
fourth year in the Washington, D.C., pub- 
lic schools, where I’ve been able to see 
firsthand the skill and the dedication of 
members of Local Number Six. [Laughter] 
I might add that Amy’s looking forward 
to more years of—{laughter|—quality 
education in Washington, D.C., at least 4 
more years to be exact. 

And while I’m on the subject, I want 
Amy to have something else. When she 
grows up I want Amy to have the same 
rights that her brothers have now, and I 
want those rights as a woman guaranteed 
where they belong, in the Constitution of 
the United States of America. 

In the great national debate over the 
future direction of our country, there is no 
doubt where you and I stand. We stand 
for civil rights, strictly enforced. We stand 
for vigorous protection of the lives and 
safety of every worker, guaranteed by the 
Government. We stand for reform of the 
labor laws, and we’re going to fight for it 
again next year and win. And we stand 
for human things like pure air and pure 
water that you can drink. We stand for 
revitalizing our cities, which is very impor- 
tant to me, and we will not a»andon our 
cities. And we stand for a strong America, 
and we stand for world peace. 





Aug. 22 


For the last 3% years our Nation has 
been at peace. We've secured that peace 
by enhancing our strength, both our mili- 
tary strength and our moral strength. It’s 
been a long time, more than 50 years, since 
a President has served a complete term 
or terms in the White House without hav- 
ing combat troops lose their lives in war. 

We’ve pursued peace not only for our- 
selves but for others. In the Middle East 
Israel no longer confronts her most power- 
ful Arab neighbor across barbed wire. 
Instead, they talk together; with difficulty, 
yes; sometimes with delays that are very 
frustrating to me and to Prime Minister 
Begin and to President Sadat. But they 
talk and they exchange ideas not only 
across the peace table but through Ambas- 
sadors of their own nations in the other 
nation—in Tel Aviv and in Cairo—about 
the right road to permanent peace. 

Three years ago, who would have 
dreamed that such a thing would be possi- 
ble? Who would have dreamed that 
planes would be flying between Jerusalem 
or Tel Aviv and Cairo and Alexandria, 
that tourists would cross the border to 
make friends on the other side, that full 
diplomatic relations would exist, and that 
we could have a prospect of perpetual 
peace there? My total personal effort, in 
spite of every obstacle, this year and in the 
future, will be devoted to the realization of 
the commitments made in the Camp 
David accords so clearly and so solemnly 
by all three of our nations: a peaceful and 
secure Israel, peace and justice for all 
people in the Middle East. When the his- 
tory books are written about my adminis- 
tration, that is my fondest hope, that that 
will be included. 


To meet the Soviet challenge we’ve 


strengthened our defense capabilities 
while at the same time we have sought 
mutual limits on nuclear arms. A peaceful 
future includes both, strength and control 
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of nuclear arms. We must prevent nuclear 
war. 

We’ve heard the word “noble” used. 
We must recognize the nobility of an hon- 
orable peace, and I’m very proud that 
our country is again the champion of hu- 
man rights around the world. We take 
that stand, because we are Americans and 
the love of liberty is the very soul of our 
people and of our Republic. And as long 
as I’m President, no matter what the 
temptations might be to the contrary for 
temporary diplomatic advantage, you can 
be sure that our Nation, your Nation, will 
go on struggling for human rights. 

Let me say in closing that the work you 
do as teachers is very much a part of all 
these commitments, and many that I 
haven’t taken the time to enumerate. 
What you do is important, not just be- 
cause it adds to the skills of our labor 
force or the size of our gross national prod- 
uct, but because it strengthens democracy 
and freedom itself. We often place too 
heavy a load on the schools and on the 
men and women who teach in them, but 
the fact remains that your classrooms are 
the place where society is able to speak to 
itself, where young Americans take new 
strength from the American past and from 
the whole common experience of human- 
ity. You help America develop the intel- 
lectual and the moral tools to master the 
future. 


Building the future is the essence of 
your life and mine. It’s also the essence of 
America. In his memorable novel “You 
Can’t Go Home Again” Thomas Wolfe 
wrote these stirring words, and I quote 
from his book: “I think the true discovery 
of America is before us. I think the true 
fulfillment of our spirit, of our people, of 
our mighty and immortal land is yet to 
come. I think the true discovery of our 
democracy is still before us. I think that 
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all these things are as certain as the morn- 
ing, as inevitable as noon. Our America 
is here, is now, and beckons us, and this 
glorious assurance is not only our living 
hope but our dream to be accomplished.” 
A beautiful quote. 

In the year 1980 America still beckons 
us toward that same hope and that same 
dream, but it’s not going to come auto- 
matically nor easily. We must fight for it, 
and I’m glad we’re fighting for it to- 
gether side by side, and together you and 
I will be victorious. 

Thank you very much, 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. in 


the Renaissance Ballroom at the Detroit Plaza 
Hotel. 


Veterans Administration Health 
Care Legislation 


Message to the House of Representatives 
Returning H.R. 7102 Without Approval. 
August 22, 1980 


To the House of Representatives: 


I am returning without my signature 
H.R. 7102, the Veterans Administration 
Health Care Amendments of 1980, be- 
cause this bill would provide $80 million a 
year to Veterans Administration (“VA”) 
physicians in unwarranted salary bonuses 
rather than target that amount on vet- 
erans themselves. 

As President, I have worked with the 
VA to ensure that the health care pro- 
vided to our veterans is the finest in the 
world. Toward that goal, during the last 
three years, I have supported and signed 
legislation to expand and improve the 
treatment of all veterans who need to re- 
ceive care from the Veterans Adminis- 
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tration. Clearly, much more remains to be 
done for our veterans, and it is essential 
that we direct additional funds to those 
most in need. 

What is not essential, and what does 
not further our goal of directly helping 
sick and disabled veterans, is spending a 
large sum of money to give VA physicians 
currently earning an average of $55,000 a 
year up to 38% bonuses, making them by 
far the highest paid medical personnel 
in the entire government. Indeed, so gen- 
erous are the bonuses provided in this bill 
that mid-career VA physicians could earn 
30% more ($76,200 vs $58,700) than the 
maximum authorized annual salary for 
Armed Forces physicians. The Defense 
Department has recommended a veto of 
this bill because this differential in pay 
may adversely affect its ability to solve the 
current physician recruitment and reten- 
tion problems in the military. 

I am concerned about attracting and 
retaining excellent VA physicians. But the 
current salary and benefits are more than 
sufficient to do that. At the same time, the 
current level of health care is not, in all 
areas, sufficient. Therefore, rather than 
spend $80 million on unneeded bonuses 
for a relatively few physicians, I would 
prefer that the Congress target funds 
more directly on improving health care 
benefits and treatment for veterans. 

I therefore urge the Congress to pass a 
bill which meets the other goals of H.R. 
7102, including the Veterans Administra- 
tion real and specific needs for certain 
physician specialists, while providing— 
from the money that would have been 
projected for excessive bonuses—for im- 
proved health care treatment of veterans. 

Jummy CarTER 
The White House, 
August 22, 1980. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following listing includes the Presi- 
dent’s public schedule and other items of 
general interest announced by the White 
House Press Office and not included else- 
where in this issue. 


August 16 

The President declared a major disaster 
for the State of West Virginia as a result 
of severe storms and flooding, beginning 
on or about August 4, which caused ex- 
tensive property damage. 
August 18 


The President transmitted to the House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and the 
House Committee on the Judiciary his 
report on administration actions relating 
to Billy Carter’s activities with the Libyan 
Government. 


August 19 


The President declared a major disaster 
for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as 


a result of severe storms and flooding, be- 
ginning on or about August 14, which 
caused extensive property damage. 
The President returned to the White 
House from Camp David, Md. 
August 20 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—David L. Aaron, Deputy Assistant for 
National Security Affairs; 
—Frank B. Moore, Assistant to the 
President for Congressional Liaison; 
—Vice President Walter F. Mondale, 
Secretary of the Treasury G. William 
Miller, Jack H. Watson, Jr., Assistant 
to the President, James T. McIntyre, 
Jr., Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget, Charles L. 
Schultze, Chairman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers, Alfred E. Kahn, 


Advisor to the President on Inflation, 
Stuart E. Ejizenstat, Assistant to the 
President for Domestic Affairs and 
Policy, and Alonzo L. McDonald, Jr., 
Assistant to the President. 

August 21 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—NMr. Aaron; 

—Swiss Ambassador to the 

States Raymond Probst. 

The White House announced that the 
President will meet President Ziaur Rah- 
man of Bangladesh in Washington on 
August 27. The President of Bangladesh 
will be in the United States to address the 
United Nations General Assembly Special 
Session on Global Economic Issues. 
August 22 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the 
President for National Security 
Affairs; 

-~—Vice President Mondale, Secretary of 
State Edmund S. Muskie, Secretary 
of Defense Harold Brown, Deputy 
Secretary of State Waren M. Chris- 
topher, Mr. Watson, and Dr. 
Brzezinski. 

In an Oval Office ceremony, the Presi- 
dent received diplomatic credentials from 
Ambassadors Don Carmelo Nvono Neca 
Menene Oluy of Equatorial Guinea, Ab- 
delkader Braik al-Ameri of Qatar, Prok 
Amaranand of Thailand, Juan Jose 
Amado of Panama, Aboubacar Bokoko of 
the Gabonese Republic, and Jose Luis 
Fernandes Lopes of Cape Verde. 


United 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


Note: Only nominations for promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services were sub- 
mitted to the Senate during the period covered 
by this issue. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The following listing contains releases of the 
White House Press Office which are not in- 
cluded in this issue. 
Released August 19, 1980 


Announcement: the administration’s initiative 
to prevent the influx of Southwest Asian 
heroin into the United States 

Released August 21, 1980 

Advance text: remarks at the annual conven- 
tion of the American Legion in Boston, Mass. 


CHECKLIST—Continued 
Released August 22, 1980 
Announcement: President’s approval of Con- 


gressional Medal of Honor award to former 
Cpl. Anthony Casamento, USMC 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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Employment 
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REPORTS 
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convention 


Congressional 
Democratic 
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Defense and national security 
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Disaster assistance 
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Duncan, Charles W., Jr. See Energy, 
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Administration’s goals and accomplish- 
ments 
Bilingual programs 
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Oil imports, effect on 1301, 
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Statistics _.___ 1301, 1323, 1349, 1503, 
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Youth programs 1296, 1324, 
Energy 
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Synthetic fuels 
Administration’s goals and accomplish- 
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Conservation. See Energy conserva- 
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Crisis assistance program 
International situation 
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1354, 1365, 
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Ocean thermal conversion 
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Research and development 
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Task Force on Global Resources and 
Environment, functions 
Energy, Secretary of (Charles W. 
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Indonesia-U.S. nuclear energy agree- 
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Strategic 
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Research and development____ 1354, 
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Energy Regulatory Commission, Federal_ 
Energy Resources, National Student Ex- 
position on 
Energy Security Act 
Fact sheet (Checklist) 
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Heat- and drought- affected areas, as- 
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Foschio, Leslie G 

France, William C 

Fraser, Charles E 

Fraser, Douglas 

Freeman, Rowland G 
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National Cystic Fibrosis Week func- 
tions 1396 
Secretary 1252, 1417, 1510 
Task Force on Global Resources and 
Environment, functions 
Health and medical care 
Diabetes control program 
Hospital cost containment 
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